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out canoes made of a whole tree, bringing plantains, pine-
apples, and potatoes, and trafficked with them for hatchets,
knives, and beads. Near the shore they found a natural
hot bath, close to a cold river, and their sick men bathed
in this hot water and soon recovered their health. Dominica
is described as being a goodly island, mountainous and
overgrown with woods.

Passing by Grenada, Testigos, and the Pearl Island
of Margarita, they anchored off an islet called Coche.
Here they captured a few Spaniards and negro slaves,
together with a small quantity of pearls. Whilst fishing
off this island for mullet they captured in their seine-net
a crocodile, or perhaps more accurately a caiman. Then
they set sail for Kumana, on the mainland of Venezuela.
They were intercepted by two Dutch boats, the com-
manders of which, out of jealousy, sent warning to the
Spaniards that the English were coming. However, arrived
off Kumana, the Spaniards capitulated and offered a ransom
to save their town from being burnt and destroyed. They
told the Englishmen that all their goods of value (thanks
to the advice they had received from the Dutch) had been
sent into the mountains, and that therefore little or nothing
would be gained by destroying the town wantonly, but if
the English would agree to accept a reasonable ransom,
they should receive that and a good store of provisions.
So the English ships consented to the ransom and de-
parted without landing any men, having obtained "some
sides of bacon, some maize, and Guinea corn ".

Next they took a fort without any resistance, near La
Guayra (on the Venezuela coast), but only found it con-
tained meal and wine. Having captured some Spanish
prisoners, however, they obtained information about the
great city of Sant' lago de Leon. This place, it appeared,